Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 01359 221046Z 
ACTION NEA-07 

INFO OCT-OI SS-14 ISO-00 AF-04 NSC-05 INR-05 CIAE-00 
SP-02 NSAE-00 PM-03 DODE-00 PRS-01 10-06 /048 W 

076795 230303Z/15 

R 220955Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3609 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

SECRET MUSCAT 1359 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIPPINTMUSF 

SUBJECT: OMANI VISIT TO SOUTH AERICA 

1. EOREIGN MINISTRY UNDERSECRETARY AL ALAWI TOLD 
AMBASSADOR SEP 22 HE WAS ASKED BY EOREIGN MINISTER 
QAISHPAWAWI TO INFORM HIM THAT ZAWAWI PRESENTLY IS 
MAKING VISIT OF SEVERAL DAYS' DURATION TO REPUBLIC OF SOUTH 
AFRICA. HE LEET MUSCAT DAY OR SO AGO AND RETURNS BY 

SEPT 27. 

2. AL ALAWI SAID PURPOSE IS SO OMANGOV CAN SEE FOR 
ITSELF JUST WHAT IS GOING ON IN SOUTH AFRICA. AS INDIAN 
OCEAN STATE, OMAN CONSIDERS IT SHOULD DEVELOP GREATER 
KNOWLEDGE OF THAT SITUATION AND BEGIN MAKING SUCH 
CONTACTS. HE EMPHASIZED OMAN HAS NO RPT NO INTENTION TO 
INSERT ITSELE IN ANY WAY AS A MEDIATOR IN PRESENT PROBLEMS 

OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. SAID ZAWAWI IS MAKING TRIP ALONE AND HOPES 
TALK WITH BOTH WHITE AND BLACK LEADERS. AMBASSADOR ASKED IE 
VISIT OR CONTACTS WITH OTHER SOUTHERN AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
ARE PLANNED, AND AL ALAWI RESPONDED IN NEGATIVE, AT LEAST 
NOT ON THIS TRIP. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 MUSCAT 01359 221046Z 

3. AL ALAWI ADDED THAT OMANGOV HOPES KEEP VISIT SECRET 
THOUGH SOME OTHER ARAB STATES (UNNAMED) ARE INFORMED OF IT. 

IF SOME PUBLICITY OCCURS, AL ALAWI SAID OMAN WILL NOT DENY 
THE VISIT. HE PERSONALLY EXPECTS SOME WORD WILL LEAK OUT. 

4. COMMENT: OTHER RECENT SIGNS OF OMAN'S GROWING 
INTEREST IN SOUTHWEST INDIAN OCEAN INCLUDE JULY 1977 
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ZAWAWI VISIT TO SEYCHELLES AND LATE SUMMER 1977 VISIT HERE 
BY OEFICIALS EROM COMORO ISLANDS. 

WOLLE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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